INSIGHTS & SOLUTIONS
Welcome to the spring 2020 issue of Ward Damon’s quarterly e-newsletter.
Since 1987, Ward Damon has represented discerning businesses, business
owners and individuals on a full spectrum of legal needs.

Dane Leitner Named Equity Partner
Dane Leitner has been named Equity
Partner at Ward Damon. Dane, who
concentrates his practice in civil litigation,
marital and family law, and real estate law
including condominium and homeowner
association law, joined Ward Damon in
2012 and was named a partner in 2018.
“Dane’s promotion to a shareholder at
Ward Damon is the result of his
commitment to and passionate
representation of firm clients and the
successful growth of his own practice,
along with his collaboration with the team,
extensive legal knowledge, and dedication
to the community at large. We are thrilled
to work alongside him,” said Jeffrey
Pheterson, Ward Damon Managing
Partner.

LEGAL INSIGHTS
The Coronavirus and The Workplace

By I. Jeffrey Pheterson
Now that there are reported cases of coronavirus in the U.S. and in Florida, and the virus
has been declared a public health emergency, employers and employees are starting to
get worried. What steps can employers take to prevent its spread? Should employers
implement travel restrictions for U.S. employees who travel abroad? How should
employers interact with workers who recently returned from Wuhan, China, the epicenter
of the epidemic, or elsewhere?
Take Reasonable Precautions
The World Health Organization announced an official name for the disease that is causing
the 2019 novel coronavirus outbreak. The new name, COVID-19, stands for Corona Virus
Disease 19.
Currently, the number of confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the United States, according to
the CDC is rising. While the immediate risk of this new virus to the American public
remains low, everyone must continue to be vigilant and ensure we are taking all the
measures necessary to protect ourselves, our employees, and members of the public we
come into contact with every day.
Continue reading →

TAX NOTIFICATION: Retirement Planning
Revamped Under The SECURE Act

By Sasha A. Klein
In the tax world, every year typically brings new tax legislation impacting your planning. In
2020, the significant tax legislation may have a meaningful impact on your retirement
planning. We are her to walk you through it:
What’s important to know?
NAME: The Setting Every Community Up for Retirement Enhancement Act of 2019 (the
“SECURE” Act) was signed into law on December 20, 2019.
EFFECTIVE: The SECURE Act is effective January 1, 2020.
CHANGES: The Most Notable Changes to Retirement Planning under The
SECURE Act:
Elimination of the “Stretch” IRA. Elimination of the ability to “stretch” certain
inherited retirement accounts over a designated beneficiary’s life expectancy.
Raises RMD Age. Raises the age at which required minimum distributions (RMDs)
must begin from the year the taxpayer attains age 70 ½ to 72.
Continue reading →

Employers Must Utilize New 1-9 Form by
April 2020

By Bari Goldstein
Employers are all aware that they must properly complete Form I-9 for each individual
they hire for employment in the U.S., and employees are accustomed to filling out the form
when they start a new job. The form verifies the identity and employment authorization of
the individual being hired for employment. While this is all standard
procedure, EMPLOYERS TAKE NOTE of the below:
Last month, the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) announced a new
version of Form I-9, Employment Eligibility Verification. While this new version
contains minor changes to the prior version of the form and its instructions; employers
must begin using the updated form by April 30, 2020. Between now and April,
employers may continue using the prior version of the form (Rev. 07/17/2017 N); however,
the new form with the 10/21/2019 version date (located in the lower left corner of the
form) must be used thereafter.
Continue reading →

How a Ward Damon Event Grew Into
YOUTH LAW DAY

By Eddie Stephens
On Feb. 22, Ward Damon partner Dane Leitner and I spent the day sharing our love of
law with 100 youths at Youth Law Day. This annual event invites kids and teens to learn
more about civics and our legal system from real judges and attorneys at the Palm Beach
South County Courthouse in a fun and interactive way with mock trials and more! The
event had one of its biggest turnouts and it got me to reminisce about the humble
beginnings of this now very popular and successful event.
Seven years ago, Ward Damon started a youth program for Boy Scouts to obtain their
Law Merit Badge due to my participation with the local Boy Scout troop. Instead of having
one person teach all of the content (which would be pretty dry and boring for kids), we
recruited some superstar attorneys, judges, and other legal professionals to present a funfilled day of learning civics and law.
The first Law Merit Badge Day for Boy Scouts was held in 2013. The second year we held
the event we included the Girl Scouts so they could satisfy a Legacy badge. And the third
year we hosted the program, we moved the event from the Ward Damon offices to the
Ceremonial Courtroom at the Palm Beach County Courthouse in downtown West Palm
Beach.
Continue reading →

FIRM UPDATES
Marital & Family Law Dept. Continues to
Grow, Welcome Gina Szapucki
Ward Damon continues to grow its Marital
& Family Law Department with the addition
of attorney GINA SZAPUCKI.
Gina is an associate attorney who
concentrates her practice exclusively in the
areas of marital and family law, helping
clients navigate through complex domestic
legal issues and advocating for individual’s

rights under Florida law.
Gina joins our stellar Marital & Family Law
team making a difference for families
throughout Florida.
Find out more about Gina
here: https://www.warddamon.com/meetour-attorneys/ginaszapucki

Jason Handin Appears on
Questions For Lawyers Show

Recently, our Board-Certified Construction Law Attorney JASON HANDIN, was
interviewed on Questions For Lawyers Show by Adelman Injury Law. Learn more about
Jason and his journey to construction law and find out everything you ever wanted to know
about this topic from our expert...What is construction law? What kind of work does it
consist of? How are fees assessed? What kind of questions to ask before hiring a
contractor? Why to use a written contract? What to expect in a contract? Who is
responsible for damages and defective work? Licensed vs unlicensed contractors? and
much more. Click on the pic to watch, especially if you are looking to do any renovation
work to your home or business!

Denise Bleau Appointed to
CROS Ministries Board of Directors
#TeamWardDamon continues to make a

difference in our community! Our partner
DENISE BLEAU was recently appointed to
the board of directors for CROS Ministries
Denise believes an essential factor in the
positive firm culture at Ward Damon is
active involvement in community service by
the firm and its employees.
When asked why she decided to join
CROS Ministries’ Board of Directors,
Denise stated, “I have proudly supported
CROS Ministries in various ways for
several years because it is an incredibly
well-run organization that provides
essential services and makes a very real
impact on those living in our community. I
am excited about the opportunity to serve
on the board and work with other CROS
leaders to help even more of those
individuals who are living in the gap and
hungry in Palm Beach and Martin
Counties.”

Eddie Stephens Shares Some Teachings

Our partner EDDIE STEPHENS has been making the rounds speaking at various events
throughout Florida and sharing insights he has learned along the way:
He recently spoke at the Delta Sigma Pi Southern LEAD Provincial Conference in
Jacksonville, FL. Eddie presented to a full house about The Contrarian: The
Organizational Importance of Alternative Viewpoints. He discussed Contrarian Leadership,
a leadership style that employs critical thinking to eliminate the possibility of unintended
consequences, and taught about the importance of an organization having a "devil’s
advocate" who is constructive and artfully facilitates discussion. Who do we think holds the
contrarian role at Ward Damon?
He was also honored to speak at a panel for his high school alma mater, Gulliver Schools
in Miami to help kick off their new Community Outreach Raider Experience (C.O.R.E.)
program. Eddie spoke to students in grades 9-10 about civic responsibility and
engagement, along with with other Gulliver Alumni Association alumni and parents who
value and are heavily involved in community engagement efforts in South Florida and
beyond.

Sasha Klein Featured in
Estate Planning Guide

SASHA KLEIN, Ward Damon partner and Chair of the firm’s Estate and Tax Planning
group, was recently featured in a special Estate Planning supplement for the Palm Beach
Daily News, aka The Shiny Sheet. Her article “Ready or Not, Electronic Wills Have
Arrived!,” discusses various elements to electronic wills including the history of will
execution, current legal requirements for creating an electronic will, the issue of remote
presence, and modernizing will execution.
READ THE ENTIRE ARTICLE HERE: http://bit.ly/KleinEWill
Sasha also served as co-chair for this special section in the Palm Beach Daily News and
serves on the Board of Directors for the Palm Beach County Estate Planning Council, Inc.
The Palm Beach County Estate Planning Council, Inc. is the resource for estate planning
professionals in Palm Beach County. It provides a forum for education, collaboration and
networking in order to enhance membership knowledge, promote a multi-disciplinary

approach to estate planning and strengthen the quality of estate planning services offered
to the public.

BeWell PBC Celebrates One Year!
BeWellpbc came by our office today for a
One Year anniversary celebration and to
say thank you to #TeamWardDamon for
helping with their launch efforts.
BeWellPBC is a movement to advance
behavioral health and wellness for all, and
a community in which every person in
Palm Beach County feels hopeful,
supported, connected and empowered.
Our Family Law Paralegal superstar
ANGELA CAHILL is a member of their
launch team.

#TeamWardDamon Goes Out to the
FITTEAM BallPark

TAKE US OUT TO THE BALLGAME!
 ard Damon staffers got out of the office and into the ballpark for some team bonding
W
during the 2020 Spring Training at the FITTEAM Ballpark of the Palm Beach. They got to
watch the Miami Marlins vs the Washington Nationals while enjoying some peanuts and
crackerjack. Teamwork makes the dream work!
See more fun pics HERE.

“Proudly serving South Florida from the Treasure Coast to Miami since 1987"
Principal Office: 4420 Beacon Circle, West Palm Beach, FL 33407

Contact us today for a consultation: 561.842.3000
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