INSIGHTS & SOLUTIONS
Welcome to the fall 2020 issue of Ward Damon’s quarterly e-newsletter. Since
1987, Ward Damon has represented discerning businesses, business owners
and individuals on a full spectrum of legal needs.

LEGAL INSIGHTS
The Effect of COVID-19
on the Real Estate Market - Part 2

By Michael J Posner
The coronavirus pandemic continues to severely impact our daily lives as well as the
Florida economy. This impact has been felt especially hard in the real estate
market, resulting in a substantial drop in the number of sales compared to 2019.
The first quarter of 2020 reflected the strong economy with a year-over-year growth of
over 10% from 2019. In addition, inventory for single-family homes was a low 3.4 months
and the inventory for townhomes/condominiums was on average 5.5 months. The time
period from listing to contract was a short 43 days for single-family homes and only 55
days for townhomes/condominiums.

In addition to the strong economic news in the first quarter of 2020, the low mortgage
interest rates also helped encourage sales, dropping nearly three quarters of a point from
the same time in 2019, from an average of 4.37% to an average of only 3.51%.
The effects of the virus on the real estate market came to a head in April 2020. In
Miami, sales declined 40% compared to April 2019. Broward County experienced a
decline of 37.4%, and Palm Beach County experienced a decline of 33.8% compared to
April 2019.
Continue reading →

FIRM UPDATES
Five Ward Damon Attorneys
Recognized by Best Lawyers in America©

We are thrilled to share that five Ward Damon attorneys and partners made the Best
Lawyers in America© 2021 Edition.
(Closely Held Companies and Family Businesses Law, Real
Estate Law)
(Real Estate Law)

.

(Employment Law)
(Family Law)
(Employment Law)

Congratulations to these outstanding attorneys for making us shine! You are simply THE
BEST.

PBCEP Names Sasha Klein as Treasurer
The Palm Beach County Estate Planning
Council announced its officers and board of
directors for the 2020-21 year, and Ward
Damon attorney and partner SASHA
KLEIN was elected treasurer.
The PBCEPC provides a forum for
education, collaboration and networking in
order to enhance membership knowledge,
promote a multi-disciplinary approach to
estate planning and strengthen the quality
of estate planning services offered to the
public.
Congrats to Sasha for always leading in
her field!

Eddie Stephens & Family Law Dept.
Begin Monthly Family Law CLE

ATTENTION ATTORNEYS: The Center for Child Counseling, Inc. is proud to announce a
partnership with our partner EDDIE STEPHENS to produce a monthly accredited CLE
series, “Stephens’ Squibs: Monthly Family Law CLE” for Family Law Attorneys. The series
will also feature #TeamWardDamon Family Law attorneys including CARYN A. STEVENS
and GINA SZAPUCKI, along with other Florida Board Certified Family Law attorneys.
CLICK HERE FOR MORE DETAILS AND TO REGISTER.

Ward Damon Sponsors GCBA
PRISM Awards

Ward Damon was a proud sponsor of last night's PRISM Awards by the Gold Coast
Builders Association (GCBA) at Cucina Cabana. These awards recognize builders,
developers, architects, marketing professionals, planners, interior designers, landscape
architects, sales people and others who have demonstrated excellence in all facets of the
building industry throughout South Florida.Attorney
Attorney JASON HANDIN, an officer for the GCBA, attended and partook in some socially
distant fun. Congratulations to all the PRISM award winners!

Colleen Sullivan Discusses
Remote Online Notarizations

Attorney COLLEEN SULLIVAN was featured in a blog for Qualia, a title and escrow digital
platform updating the real estate experience. Colleen discusses how she quickly moved to
Remote Online Notarizations (RON) during the past few months and provides insight on
how to build trust and collaborate with lender partners to carry out successful remote
closings. It's a new real estate world...and Ward Damon is keeping pace to make this
process easy for clients. If you have questions about a real estate transaction or need

RON, call us at 561-842-3000.
CLICK HERE TO READ THE ARTICLE

Jason Handin Guest Speaker for
FIU MBA Class

Attorney JASON HANDIN was recently a guest speaker for an MBA class at Florida
International University. The Legal Environment of Business class is taught by attorney
and adjunct professor STEVEN DAVIS who invited Jason to discuss an appeal that he
won involving a slip and fall case against Costco. The class introduces Business students
to the legal system they will be working in.
CLICK HERE TO WATCH as Jason discusses the specifics of the case, how it went, and
various details...and see Jason's business litigation skills in action.

Gina Szapucki Gets Published
Our newest associate attorney, GINA
SZAPUCKI, was just published in The
Florida Bar's Commentator magazine
summer 2020 issue.
In the Family Law Section of The Florida
Bar publication, her article discusses the
importance of mentorship to young
associates transitioning from law school to
the real world.
We might be biased, but we think she has
some excellent coaches at
#TeamWardDamon.
READ THE FULL ARTICLE HERE.

GINA SZAPUCKI and CARYN STEVENS were also both recognized with these amazing
plaques for being published in The Florida Bar publications. Congrats ladies, we can't wait
to read the next articles!

Dog Days of Summer
Since we had some team members working in the office socially distant...we decided to go
ahead and celebrate Take Your Dog To Work Day this summer. We couldn't keep these
adorable pooches separated from their best friends. Plus these four-legged coworkers are
great at managing cuddles. Please consider adopting a pet if you have a little love to
share. You can see more adorable photos HERE.

“Proudly serving South Florida from the Treasure Coast to Miami since 1987"
Principal Office: 4420 Beacon Circle, West Palm Beach, FL 33407
Contact us today for a consultation: 561.842.3000
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